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C  onstruction on the United 
States Forces Korea opera-
tions center continues to 

stay on schedule. The center, a 377,000 
square-foot, two-level underground 
facility, will support the United States 
Forces Korea (USFK) headquarters 
requirements as part of the reloca-
tion of forces to U.S. Army Garrison 
Humphreys. The project will provide 
facilities for USFK’s mission during 
armistice, crisis, and wartime.

Due to the large scope of the 
project there are multiple contracts 
involved. Chris Brincefield, project 
manager since 2016, has been encour-
aged by the progress so far. 

“This project has been running 
very well,” said Brincefield. “Con-
struction Surveillance Resident Office 
manages the construction contract and 
the project delivery team has developed 
a strong working relationship with all 
stakeholders to include the end user and 
construction contractor.”

One of the challenging aspects 
is the immense concrete requirement 
of 180,000 cubic meters. To meet 
this requirement the Far East District 
worked with the contractor and U.S. 
Army Garrison Humphreys to approve 
and construct the first and only concrete 

batch plant on the installation. 
“The largest single placement 

has been 2,500 cubic meters which 
required three concrete pump trucks, 
420 concrete truck loads and took ap-

proximately 16 hours to place,” said 
Brincefield.

Construction began on the project 
in 2016 and is expected to be completed 
in 2020. 

USFK Operations Center 
construction progress on track

By Stephen Satkowski                                               
FED Public Affairs
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An overview of the construction progress on the United States Forces Korea Operations 
building set to be completed in 2020. (FED file photo)
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Far East District central resident 
office engineer Staff Sgt. Roy Tongue 
participated in a Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math (STEM) 
program with 3rd grade students at 
the Osan Elementary School on Feb. 
10.  Staff Sgt. Tongue discussed soil 
types at Osan Air Base, strengths of 
materials, and foundations required to 
support buildings and also provided 
a demonstrations on water pressure 
and frictional forces. (Photos by 
Daniel Koo)
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M  asked faced onlookers 
peeped through their 
blacked out protective 

viewers, as sparks flew across a table 
and the smell of burning metal filled 
the room. The onlookers were a part 
of a week-long welding course watch-
ing their instructor demonstrate proper 
welding techniques at the Far East Dis-
trict welding quality verification course 
March 13-17, 2017.

The course teaches the participant 
how to interpret the various methods 
and techniques employed in weldments 
and assuring the quality of welds and 
is available for engineers and of course 
welders. 

Christopher Manley, a structural 
engineer and a course instructor from 
the Portland District, describes the 
course as a key component to quality 
control. 

“It provides the class a method 
of how to provide QAQC [quality as-
surance quality control], understand 
welding processes, the welding quality 
verification, how welding is done, and 
what they need to look for in vertical 
construction,” said Manley. 

Although the course is focused on 
welding, Manley feels that the course is 
necessary for engineers to attend. 

“It’s [welding] abstract to the en-
gineers, said Manley. “It [the course] 
allows the engineers to come into the 
classroom setting, learn about how it’s 
done, how its fabricated, what to look 
for and a good understanding of what 
the contractors are going to be doing.” 

Manley does make it a point to 
mention that welders should attend the 
course, even though it’s their trade. 

He stated that a lot of the welders 

FED practices welding verification 
process

By Antwaun J. Parrish                                               
FED Public Affairs

know the trade but don’t understand 
why there are so many rules. He also 
stated that the course gives them an 
understanding of why we have all of 
these strict rules, and why we must as-
sume QAQC roles.

John Pariseau, a welding and 
metallurgy training canter of expertise 
quality assurance team lead, was also 
instructing the course. Pariseau has 
worked as an instructor for the corps 
since 2012. He believes that this course 
sheds light on detailed issues that can 
be prevented if the QAQC is more 
knowledgeable and knows what faults 
can occur. 

“Steel is unlike other welding 
materials, once it fractures it can cause 
catastrophic failures,” said Pariseau. 
“Welding is an individual effort. Each 
weld is created custom by an individual 

welder. That’s great for the welder but 
it causes a large range of defects that 
can occur because it’s so customized. 
So being well educated in the steel 
and welding world is important for the 
safety of our buildings.”

The course ends March 17, how-
ever, Pariseau feels that the sharing 
of knowledge goes beyond the course 
date. 

“We’re hoping to give them [the 
participants] enough knowledge so if 
they happen to see something wrong 
they have enough resources in the 
welding and metal center of expertise, 
said Pariseau. “It’s very easy to take a 
photo of something and email us to ask 
our opinion. We’re here to serve the 
corps as a whole, so it helps everybody 
else get the project done safely and 
securely.” 

A class participant welds a piece of metal during the United States Army Corps of 
Engineers Far East District quality verification course March 13-17, 2017. The course 
teaches the participant how to interpret the various methods and techniques employed 
in weldments and assuring the quality of welds. (Photo by Antwaun J. Parrish)
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Col. Peter Andrysiak (far left), Pacific Ocean Division Commander, Col. Stephen Bales (left), Far East District Commander, Gen. Vincent 
Brooks (center), United States Forces Korea Commander, and Eugene Ban, Pacific Ocean Division Director of Programs, meet during 
a round table discussion held at Yongsan Garrison, Feb. 22. (FED file photo) 

Maj. Gen. Mark Yenter, USACE Deputy Commanding General for 
military and international operations, (right), Eugene Ban, Director 
of Programs for the Pacific Ocean Division, USACE (second from 
right) and Col. Peter B. Andrysiak, Commander, POD, (second 
from left) are briefed on the construction progress of the U. S. 
Forces Korea Headquarters project by Eman Sundquist, Far East 
District project engineer at U.S. Army Garrison Humphreys Feb. 
21. (FED file photo)

Maj. Gen. Mark Yenter, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Deputy 
Commanding General for military and international operations, 
(right) presented So Chae-wan, Far East District central resident 
office quality assurance representative, with a coin Feb. 23 for 
being named the recipient of the 2016 Pacific Ocean Division’s 
Hard Hat of the Year Award. (Photo by Daniel Koo)
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The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Far East District hosts a ground breaking ceremony to signify the building of a new 
family housing tower located at Camp Walker, Daegu, Feb. 27. (Photo by Richard Byrd)

M a s t e r  S g t . 
K i m b e r l y  K i n g , 
District Operations 
non-commissioned 
off icer- in-charge, 
(right) reenlists Feb. 
22 at the Far East 
District compound 
in Seoul. (Photo by O 
Sang-song)
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The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Far East District held a 
retirement ceremony at the Dragon Hill Lodge Feb. 28 for Jon S. 
Iwata who served as the Deputy District Engineer for the district 
since April 2005. As the Deputy District Engineer, Iwata oversaw 
the planning, design and construction of military, environmental 
and host nation funded construction programs in Korea. He was 
responsible for execution of just over $ 8 billion of projects in 
design and construction for Army, Air Force, Navy, Marine Corps 
and Defense Agency customers. Prior to his assignment as the 
Deputy for Program Management, Iwata served as the Chief, Army 

Co l .  S tephen  Ba les , 
Un i ted  S ta tes  Army, 
F a r  E a s t  D i s t r i c t 
commander,  presents 
Danny Bolden,  Chief 
Workforce Management, 
with a PCS award at the 
FED compound, March 
10. Bolden has been a 
significant member of the 
FED for the past five years 
and will now relocate for 
his new position at the 
Pentagon. (Photo by Yo 
Kyong-il)

Branch, Programs and Project Management Division at Far East 
District for five years.  He also served four years as Chief, Facilities 
Planning Division, USFK Assistant Chief of Staff, Engineer and 
five years as the Chief, Major Construction Division, Eighth United 
States Army Engineer. Iwata is a 1972 graduate of the University 
of Hawaii with a Bachelor of Science degree in Mechanical 
Engineering.  He is a member of the Society of American Military 
Engineers.  His awards include the Bronze de Fleury Medal from 
the Engineer Regiment and Federal Executive Board’s Federal 
Manager of the Year. (Photos by Yo Kyong-il) 
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U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Far East District motor pool employees load vehicles onto tractor-trailers for obsolete vehicle 
turn-in to the Defense Reutilization Management Office, March 7, 2017. The obsolete vehicles were loaded by forklift, tied down 
and departed the compound in about an hour. (Photos by Antwaun J. Parrish)
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National Women’s History Month was established 
by presidential proclamation in order to draw 
attention to and improve the focus on women 

in historical studies. It began in New York City on March 
8, 1857, when female textile workers marched in protest of 
unfair working conditions and unequal rights for women. It 
was one of the first organized strikes by working women, 
during which they called for a shorter work day and decent 
wages. Also on March 8, in 1908, women workers in the 
needle trades marched through New York City’s Lower East 
Side to protest child labor, sweatshop working conditions, 
and demand women’s suffrage. Beginning in 1910, March 
8 became annually observed as International Women’s Day. 
Women’s History Week was instituted in 1978 in an effort 
to begin adding women’s history into educational curricula. 
In 1987, the National Women’s History Project successfully 
petitioned Congress to include all of March as a celebration 
of the economic, political and social contributions of women.

March: 
National Women’s History Month

By Valerie S. Bradley                                               
FED Equal Employment Opportunity Office 
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Don't Slip Up and Fall Down on the 
Job 

One of bigger safety hazards we have to deal with is slips and falls.  Falls always 
have an element of surprise.  The surprise factor is what makes falls a standard 
comedy routine.  But falls aren't at all fun when they are real.  Falls are one of the 
leading causes of workplace injury and death.  And these aren't necessarily falls 
from heights such as ladders or construction scaffolds.  Most are falls from the 
same level, caused by slipping or tripping.  

The main causes of slips, trips, and falls in the workplace are: 

 Poor housekeeping: Scrap on floors, spilled liquids, equipment cluttering the aisles all of these 
scenarios can lead to someone slipping and falling if we simply ignore these hazards. You may think 
someone else will take care of it, but that may not happen in time to prevent an accident. 

 Dangerous surface conditions: Broken or cracked surfaces, protruding nails, different elevations 
which are unmarked, torn carpets, loose or curled mats and slippery finishes are all hazards. 

 Insufficient lighting: Dim or incorrect lighting, glare in areas where it is dangerous or lights which 
flicker or "strobe" and cause perception difficulties. 

 Inattention to tasks: Carelessness brought on by inexperience, horseplay, fatigue or personal 
problems. 

 Improper footwear: Shoes which are not properly fastened, are too big, too small, have slippery 
bottoms or oversized heels. 

Here are some reminders about preventing falls: 

 Keep obstructions out of walkways.  These items are common causes of tripping accidents - stored 
materials, equipment, cables, cords, hoses, scrap, and trash.  Keep doors and drawers of cabinets 
and workbenches closed.  

 Keep all floors as clean as possible.  Clean up any spills promptly.  If this is not possible, make sure 
there is a barricade and sign.  Place cleaning equipment in areas where everyone can find it.  

 Floor coverings such as carpets, mats, and tiles should be secured to prevent tripping hazards.  
Report any problems you find.  

 Stay under the speed limit when you are walking.  Don't run in your work area.  

 Make sure your footwear won't trip you up.  It should fit well and have low heels.  Keep your 
shoelaces tied.  The tread should be adequate for travelling safely on slippery surfaces and in 
good repair.  

 Properly barricade any hazardous areas such as construction zones.  

 If you are carrying an item, be sure you can see over it or around it.  This is especially 
important on stairways.  

Falls aren't funny.  They cause serious injuries and death.  If you 
keep these fall prevention tips in mind, we will all be much 

safer.  Watch your step to prevent falls.  

Building Safety Strong
ARMY SAFE IS ARMY STRONG
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